
Max 
Wertheimer

• Born: April 15, 1880
• Died: oCtober 12, 1943

• from coronary embolism
• Occupation: Psychologist
• Goal: To describe organization of mental 

processes
• Methods: Observations of sensory and 

perceptual phenomena
• said consciousness should be studied as a 

whole, not piece by piece
• believed truth was decided by entire 

experience, instead of individual sensations/
perceptions

• solving problems by blind obedience to ruled 
prevents understanding

• experimented on visual perception with 
groupings

• if pair of lights go off, we instead see one 
light “jumping” back and forth -Phi 
phenomenon

• went against structuralist school of thought 
(broke down consciousness into small parts)

• co-created Gestalt with Wolfgang Kohler 
and Kurt Koffka

• book “Productive Thinking”

Gestalt Psychology
“The whole (of conscious experience) is 

greater than the sum of its parts”

Max Wertheimer


